
■RCTORW to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated g August 1 853 

COPIES “ of CORRESPONDENCK of EDUCATION COMMISSIONERS [Ireland), 
relative to School Books, with Mr. Tottenham, in 1 840 
“ RETURN of Books now in Use in each of the several Model Schools 
“ COPIES of Memorandums addressed to the Education Board by the 
Archbishop of Dublin, complaining of the Innovations introclticed in some 
of the Model Schools without tiie Sanction of the Commissioners, 
and tiic Answers thereto, and his Grace’s Replies to the Defence of the 
Irregularity ; together with his Notice of Withdrawal from the Board ; ” 
“And, of Proceedings of Special Meeting of Education Commis- 
sioners hedd on the l7th day of June 18.53, with reference to Rule 8, 
sect. 2, referred to in the Proceedings of the 8th day of July 1853 
(826).” 



Education Office, Dublin,') 
10 August 1803, J 



MAURICE CROSS, 
JAMES KELLY, 

Secretaries. 



Explanatory Document. 

In forwarding the Return to the Order of the House of Commons, dated 
the 9th of August 1853, the Commissioners of National Education Lave deemed 
it necessary to include other Documents not specified in the Order, with a view 
to render the Return more intelligible and complete. 

The documents numbered I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, and 18, contain the 
information called, for by the Order of The House. The other documents con- 
tain the additional information. 

(signed) Maurice . , . 

Education Office, Dublin, James Kelly, J 

16 August 1853. 



— No, 1.— 

Copy of Letter from Nl L. Tottenham,. Esq., relative to the right of Patrons 
of National Schools to enforce the Reading of the “ Scripture Extracts” and 
“ Book of Sacred Poetry.” 

Glenfarn Hall, Enniskillen, 

Gentlemen, 27 August 1840. 

In the two National Schools of Loughries and Kiltyclogher, established on 
my estate, the Roman-catholic priest has desired the teachers not to allow 
your “ Scripture Extracts,” or “ Sacred Poetiy” to be read ; this has not met my 
approval, as I wish to insist on both being read. I wish, therefore, to know 
from you how I am to act, as I would wish to enforce the reading of both, and 
to exclude any children from the school who will not read the books autho- 
rised by your Board ; as you are as well aware as me that a mere secular 
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Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





2 CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO 

education, without attending to the moral one also, is worse than none at all. 
Requesting an answer, 

I have, &o. 

To the Secretary, (signed) N. L. Tottenham. 

Board of Education. 



— No. 2. — 

Copy of Reply from the Secretaries to the Board of National Education, to 
the foregoing Letter from Mr. Totlenlum. 

Sir, Education Office, 7 September 1840. 

We have laid before the Commissioners of Education ju)ur letter of the 27th 
ultimo, respecting the use of the “ Scripture Extracts” and “ Sacred Poetry” in 
the National Schools on your estate. 

In reply, we are directed to state that the Commissioners d(j not insist on 
having the “ Scripture Extracts” or “ Sacred Poetry” read by any children whose 
parents or guardians object to them ; nor can they sanction any compulsion 
for the purpose. But the patrons of any school who think ])roper, may have 
them read on the opening, or immediately before the closing of the school, 
provided no children shall be required then to attend against the will of their 
parents or guardians. 

We have, Ac. 



N. L. Totfcenlmin, Esq, 
Glenfam Hall, Enniskillen. 



(signed) M. Cross, 

II. Domlally 



[Joint Secretaries. 



— No. 3. — 

Return of the Books now in Use in Each of the several Model 
Schools. 



SCHOOLS. 


ROOKS 


IN USE. 


Coleraine - - - 

Ballymena - - ' 


f “ Scripture Lessons” - 
] “ Lessons on the Truth 
\ of Christianity” 
Sacred Poetry” 




Trim - 

Centi'al Dublin -- 

Duumanway 
Glasnevin (M. Village) 
Clonmel 
Bailieboro’ 

Newry - - - 1 

Athy 

West Dublin 


'[ “ Scripture Lessons” - 
J “ Sacred Poetry” 

j “ Scripture Lessons” ~ 
l “ Sucred Poetry” 


- - together with the usual 
l)ooks for literary and 
^ scientilic instruction, sup- 
plied by the Board. 


Galway 


(None of the above-mentioned books. 

(Books for literary and scientific instruction only. 




— No. 4. — 





First Memorandum. 

Visited Clonmel Model School very fully * * * * ■ Vfind \hat all 
the books published by the Board are not used; the Scripture Extracts ” and 
the Lessons on the Truth of Christianity” being excluded. It appears to 

me 
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me most important that in all the schools of which we are the patrons viz 
the model schools, all our books should bo read. The inference naturally to 
be drawn from this not being done is, either that we are insincere in recom- 
mending books, which_ we prove by our conduct we do not think well of or 
else that we suffer this or that person to usui'p our power and dictate to us. 
I have no doubt we shall hear of this, and very 'unpleasantly. 

We never compel any patron to use a book he does not like, or to abstain 
from the use of any, sanctioned by us, which he does like; and we should 
exercise the same right where we are patrons. 

(signed) Rd. Dublin. 



— No. 5. — 

As thc Archbishop will be prevented attending the next Board, he has thou<^ht 

It best to send a Memorandum of all he would have to say us to the question 

of books to be used at the model schools 

Second Memorandum. 

It occurred to me, that if questioned, as we are likely (o be before long as 
to the books used in the model schools, we should not he able to give satisfac- 
tory answers on some points. 

No one has ever shown himself more ready than I have to brave undeserved 
censure; but I doubt .whether, in this case, we could show that it is unde- 
served; I would premise, in order to avoid being led into irrelevant discus- 
sions as to the merits of this or that particular book, that the objection I am 
looking to is to the omission of any of our books at any model school. If, 
therefore, there should be some model school which uses the books omitted at 
Clonmel, but omits some others, the objection would be the same. 

We may be asked whether we are insincere in recommending certain of our 
books which we ourselves exclude from schools of which we are the patrons, 
or whether we suffer persons to assume authority over us to which they have 
no right ; and, moreover, we may be asked to show the minutes of the Board 
at which it was resolved to exclude certain books. And we may be asked 
whether we deemed the question quite unimportant, since it was never sub- 
mitted^ to ilie Board at all ; and why, on the contrary, it was not discussed at 
a special and full meeting. My own impression is, that those who settled this 
matter in the way, doubtless, which they fully believed, to be the best, quite 
overlooked the circumstance that llicre were important questions involved, and 
looked on the matter as quite one of detail, just as if it had been any ordinary 
school. ' ^ 

1. If we should allege that the employment of all our books in our model 
schools might raise a suspicion that the same rule might be extended to all 
schools under the Board, the answer might he, such a suspicion, if ever it did 
arise (which is most improbable), might easily be shown to be utterly ground- 
Icss^aud unreasonable, the two cases being not only unlike, but perfectly con- 
trasted, for it is well known that there are hundreds of schools connected with 
the Board, whose patrons, for various reasons, dislike certain of our books; 
and yet, without any inconsistency, they place their schools under it precisely 
because they are left a free choice, and because, among the other books, those 
which they do approve, they find enough to meet their wants. 

Now, it would b(! monstrous to turn round on these persons, and say, “ You 
shall be deprived of the liberty hitherto enjoyed, because we choose to enjoy 
the like ; because we use such books as we approve in the schools of which 
we are patrons, therefore you shall be compelled to use what you do not 
approve,” , 

2. If wft should observe that some patrons abstain from introducing into 
their schools books which they do themselves approve, because these schools 
are situated in places where all the inhabitants are under the control of some 
person, a squire, or a priest, &c., who has set them against certain books, and 
because it would be vain to appoint, for instance, a certain hour for the read- 

97^- A 2 ing 
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ing of the Scripture Extracts by all who did not object, when it was known 
that all would object, — 

Answer. The model schools were purposely fixed in localities wliore there 
was a prospect of exhibiting a specimen of united education. 

3. If we should say that a majority of the partaits, at Clonmel, for instance, 
disapprove of such ami such books, — 

Answer. A good reason why their children should not be eompdled to use 
them, but none why they should act the dog in the inangt^r, and s(!(dc to pre- 
clude others whose parents might be even desirous of Imving tluw books read 
by their children ; for by that rule, they might setde to prevent others from 
doing anything at all which they did not choose to do themHclves. 

We might perhaps be asked, under this head, whether all those u ho object 
to these books have had it exidained to them that they are hooks deliberately 
sanctioned and recommended by the unanimous voice of high authorities in all 
the several religious commimions. 

If we could answer in the affirmative, and show that they nevertheless do 
not approve these hooks, the reply would be, “Then let them enjoy their own 
liberty, only let them not deprive others of theirs.” 

4. “ But some of the teachers may perhaps dislike these books.” 

Answer. Are the teachers your servants, or are you theirs ? 

If they are to have a veto on the books to l)c used (and, by parity of reason- 
ing, on every pai-t of tbe system), you are, in iuet, making them the Com- 
missioners : and how can you juH'sume to delegate to persona not at all 
responsible, except to yourselves, a moat important ollic(' entruaic.d to you, and 
for which you ai’e responsible to the Lord Lieutenant ? If you are Coimnis- 
sioiiors in reality, and not merely in name, it is for you to determine what 
course shall be })ursued in the schools of which you are the patrons, and to 
find fit persons to cany out your plans, and dismiss any who may Ijc unable or 
unwilling to do so. J'lvery other pati’on of a national school does so. He does 
not first appoint teachers, and then suffer them to dictate to him how the 
school shall be eoirducted ; but belays down the plan (conformable to the requi- 
sitions of the Board) which he thinks best, and then appoints teachers to exe- 
cute his directions ; even as a farmer does not allow liis labourers to prescribe 
to him what field shall be ploughed, and what crops cultivated, l)ut hires 
men to do the. work which he has marked out for tlunu. 

I do not recollect having heard of anything else that could be ui'gcd in oppo- 
sition to my views. And 1 would wish it to be considered calmly, whether the 
objections, which I have stated as fairly as possible, av(j smih us would be likely 
to be thought satisfactory fay those who may hfive to examine us. 



— No. 6.— 

Copies of Letters from the Secretaries to James Pc/.tt.en^ Esq., Head 
Inspector, relative to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” &c., in the Model 
Schools in his District. 

(B. 0. 16/7/lj2— Confidential.) 

. Education Office, 27 -Tuly 1852. 

. ^*33 are to requ^t you vyill inform us, before tlio next Board day, for the 
information of the Commissioners, whether in your opinion any objection would 
be niade by the children attending the Bailieboro’ District Model School, by 
their parents, by the clergy of various denominations, or by any other persons, 
to the use of the “Scripture Lessons,” and “ Lessons on the Truth of Chris- 
tianity, for a half an hour at a convenient time, of the day ; provided that it be 
ex])rcssly stipulated that no child be reepired to rend tlieni whose parents 
object, and that during such time the tablet “ Religious Instruction” be put up. 

We are, &c. 

T T, (signed) M. Cross, ^ 

James Patten, Esq., j |becretaiies. 

Head Inspector N. S., Lisburne. * 
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(B. 0. 16/7/52— Conticlentud.) 

Sir, Edaeation Office, 27 July 1852. 

Wi? arc. to request that you -will inform us, before the next Board day, for the 
•information of the Commissioners, whether in your opinion any ubiection would 
bi‘. made by the children attending the Newry District Model School, by their 
])aretits, by the clergy of various denominations, or by any other persons, to the 
use of the “ Scripture Lessons” and “ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity,” for 
half an hour at a convenient time of the day ; provided that it be expressly 
stipulated tliat no child be required to read them -uhose parents object, and 
that during such time the tablet “Religious Instruction” be put up. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) M.Cro.'is, le 



Jiimes Patten, Esq., 

Head Inspector N.S., Lisburne. 



Jaunts Kelh/,] 



CopiKS of Lettehs from the Secretaries to J. W. Kaumagh, Esq., Head 
luspee.tor, relative to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” &.c., in the Model 
Schools in his District. 



(B. 0. 16/7/52— Confidential,) 

Sir, Education Office, 27 July 1852. 

'Wk arc to retjuest that you will inform us, before the m^xt Board day, whether 
any objection has been made by any of the cbikb-en attending the Dmimanway 
'Histrict Model School, by their parents, or by the clergy of any persuasion, or 
})y any other persons, to the use of tlie “ Scripture Lessons,” and whether these 
books continue to be used in the school. 

You arc also requested to inform us whether, in your opinion, there would 
be any objection to the use of dte “ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity,” for 
half ail hour at a convenient time of the day, and on the express stipulation that 
no child should be required lo read them whose parents objected ; the tablet 
“ Religious Instruction” to be put up in the schoolroom during such time. ■ 
We are, &c. 

(signed) Maurice . . 

J. W. Kavanagh, Esq,, Jamc6 Kcllg, 

Head Inspector. 



(B. O. 16/7/52 — Confidential.) 

Sir, Education Office, 27 July 1852. 

We are to retpiest that you will inform us, before the next Board day, for 
the information of the Coramissioners, whether in your opinion any objection 
wonlil be made by the children attending the Clonmel District Model School, 
by their parents, by the clergy of various denominations, or by any other per 
sons, to the use of the Scripture Lessons” and “ Lessons on the Truth of 
Christianity,” for half an hour at a convenient time of the clay : provided that it 
be expressly stipulated that no child be required to read them whose parents 
object, and that during sucli time the tablet “ Religious Instruction” be put up. 

We ai’c, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, . . 

J. W. Kavanagh, Esq., James Kelly, J 

Plead Inspector. 



Copy of Lettek from Secretaries to Edward Butler, Esq., Head Inspector, 
relative to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” &c., in the Model Schools in 
his District. 

(B. 0. 16/7/.52 — Confidential.) 

Sir, ICducation Office, 27 July 1852- 

We are to request that you will inform us, before the next Board day, 
whether any objection has been made by any of the children attending the 
Trim District Model School, by their parents, or by the clergy of any persuasion, 
or by any other persons, to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” and whether 
these books continue to be used in the scliool. 
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You are also requested to inform us whether, in your o])inion, tluirc would 
be any objection to the use of the “ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity,” hn- half 
an hour at a convenient time of the da}’, and on the express stipulation that no 
child shall be required to read them whose parents objected ; the tal)let “ Reli- 
gious Instruction” to be put up in the schoolroom during such time. 



Edward Butler, Esq., 
Head Inspector, Galway. 



We arc, &c. 

(signed) I'Jaurice Cros, 
Jmms Kelly, 



^Secretaries, 



Copy of Letteh from Secretnries to IV. M‘Crmhj, Esq., Head Inspector, 
relative to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” &c., in the Model Schools in 
his District. 



(B. 0. 16/7/52 — Confidential,) 

Sir, Education Office, 27 July 1B52. 

Wit are to rcciuest that you will inform us, before the next Board day, 
whether any objection has been made liy any of the children attcmling the 
Ballymena and (ioleraine District Model Schools, by their ])nr(mts or by the 
clergy of any persuasion, or by any other persons, to' the use of tlie “ Scripture 
Lessons” or the “ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity;'’ and whether these 
books continue to be used in the schools. 



W. M'Creedy, Esq., 
Head Inspector, Glenarai. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) AJaurice C'ro.v.*!, 
James Kelly, 



jsceretaries. 



— No. 7- — ' 

Copy of Letter from fV . M‘Crecdy, Esq., Head Inspector, in Reply to fore- 
going Letter from the Secretaries. 

Gentieraen, Glcnarm, 3 August 1852. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th July regarding the “ Seripture Lessons 
and the ‘ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity,” I have to- state, that in neither 
01 the model schools under my charge has any objection ever b(‘eu made by 
clergyman, parent, or pupil to the use of the first, and that the only obiection 
evOT made to_thc second was by the Rev. John Lynch, of Ballymcn.a. 

The “ Scripture Lessons ” are read daily by all the pupils capable of such 
exercise in both model schools ; but in coiiseqneiioe of Mr. Lynch’s objection, 
the leadiiig of the Tnitli of Clmstianity ” is confined in both' schools to those 
rSng it” * Presbyterians, whose patents and clergy approve of their 

The Secretaries, Education Office. (signed/™TA* /‘Owfy. 



CoPV of Letter from E Butler, Esq., He, id Insiioetor, in Reply to foregoing 
Letter from the Secretaries. 

Gentlemen, Galway, .31 July 1852. 

u ^ori,'Z7 p ‘0 «'e Rsb of the 

t1 IV , J *, O 0“ Truth of Christianity ” in the 

Trim astrict Model School, I beg to state, that it will be seen by the Inspec- 

weve ri r f to? “ Scripture Itoaots ” 

were used m the boys and girls schools. ^ 

I am not aware of any objection having been made to these " Extracts ” bv 
the parente of any child attending the school, or by any of the children 

schools with the sanction of the parish 
-P«te reli- 

The parish priest and the parents of the children would, I believe, object to 

the 
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the use of the “ Scripture Extracts," if the lessons in these hooks were tauirht 
by any but Catholic teachers. ® 

One of the Roman-catholic curates of the parish has a very decided objection 
to the “ Extracts ” being used in the. school. 

As to other persons objecting to the use of the ” Scripture Lessons,” it is a 
matter of public notoriety that very many object to tliese lessons absolutely, 
while many, who allow of their being used under certain circumstances, would 
under different circuinstances object entirely to them. 

With regard to the “ Lessons on the IVutli of Christianity,” I think the 
attempt to introduce them into the school would be attended with the worst 
consequences both to the welfare of the school and to the permanence of the 
National system. There is, on the part of Catholics, an almost universal objec- 
tion to this book. 

And, further, it appears to me, that the Commissioners under their present 
rules have not the right to interfere with the “ religious instruction ” of the 
children by appointing such or such books to be used at the times set apart for 
religious instruction. 

[ have, &c. 

The Secretaries, Education Office. (signed) Edivard Butter. 



Copy of Letter from James Patten, Esq., Head Inspector, in reply to 
foregoing Letter from the Secretaries. 

Gentlemen, Dublin, 31 July 1852. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th instant, marked “ Confidential,” which 
has reference to the introduction into the National Schools of the “Scripture 
Lessons,” and “Lessons on the Truth of Christianity,” under a somewhat new 
regulation, I beg to state, that in some of the district model schools the Scripture 
Lessons are used by all the children in attendance, indiscriminately, who are 
able to read, during the time of combined literary or secular instruction, and 
in accordance with the recommendation of the Commissioners in them First 
Report. 

In certain model schools, on the other hand, when the parents or clergy may 
object to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” or “Lessons on the Truth of Chris- 
tianity,” during the hours allotted to the ordinary school business, these books 
might, as you intimate, be confined to a specified hour or half-hour in the day ; 
and thus, by an apparently easy transition, change the character of the read- 
ing from a secular to a strictly religious exercise, for which these books were 
not originally intended. This, I think, would be so far a new regulation of 
very considerable importance ; and, if decided on, I do not think it would give 
satisfaction, or be generally acted upon, for the following reasons : — 

1 st. If these books be used during the combined literary instruction, they 
will not be read during ihc time set apart for the religious teaching ; and 

2dly. If they be not read during the ordinary school hours, they will not be 
likely to be used for the religious instruction j when the reading of the Scrip- 
tures themselves, either in the authorised version or the Douay, and the 
catechisms and religious exercises of the respective churches, can be then 
introduced. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretaries, Education Office. (signed) James Patten, 



Copy of Letter from J. W. Kavana<fh, Esq., Head Inspector, in reply to 
foregoing Letter from the Secretaries. 

(Confidential,) 

Gentlemen, Clonmel. 30 July 18.53. 

I BEG leave to submit the following reply to the Board’s order (16/7/52), 
communicated to me in your letter of the 27tlh instant (marked “ Confidential”), 
on the subject of the use of the “Scripture Lessons,” and the “Lessons on the 
I'ruth of Christianity,” in the Diinmanway District Model School. 

972. A 4 At 
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At the opPDing of the Dumnanway Model School in August 1 84 9, Dr, Patten 
and Ij to ■whom were entrusted the duty of making tho preliminary arrange- 
ments for putting the schools into operation, found 'tlmt no obj{!cli(m would bo 
made by the Roman-catholic parents, or by their clergy, to tlu^ use of the 
“Scripture Lessons,” and accoi'dingly wo dirooted tho teachers lo luive. these 
books form a portion of the combined secular instruetjou in the schools. 1 
say lloraaii-eatliolic parents and their clergy ; becauao one of the Protestant 
clergymen, Rev. M. L. Connor, made some vague and indehniU! ohjeotiou to 
these lessons, impugning them as oontainiiig on some points an incorrect and 
partial translation, but nevertheless he wished their use to be made com])ul- 
sory on Catholic ehildren. The “Scripture Extracts” (amthiued to b(i road up to 
the close of last yciir, when the Rev. J. Kelhdicr, P. P., gave; notico to the 
head master, and to the district inspector, that lie desired the \isc of thcsi; 
books to be given up by the Roman-catholic pupils ; and intiirmtiou was given 
to me by the tcaclier, and by Mr. Simpson, of Mr. Ktdlcher’s wishes. I at 
once wrote to the head master, calling liis attention to the rules of the Com- 
missioners on the subject, and directing him to give up tho use of these books, 
should he receive assurance from some, of tho ])arents that tluw desiri'd that 
their children should not use them, informing him that the hooks would then 
be prohibited as a portion of a secular or eombined instruction. By the same 
post I forwarded a contideutial letter to the Rev. Mr. Kelleluir, informing him 
that the letter of the rules does not Avarrnnt tho toaeher or iiispeetnr in ueting 
on his request, but that it is perfectly open to him to advise or direct the 
parents to instruct the tenchers to have their childreu not iiiehuled in the 
classes who read the “ Scripture Lessons and that the teachers are then bound 
to act on the instructions of the parents. The result of my lettiT was a reply 
from the Rev. Mr. Kellehcr, informing me that he would suspend liis judgment 
until he should have the opinion of his bishop, Right Rev. Dr. Delany, on the 
matter, and meantime that the use of the. books might couthme :is usual in 
the schools, in acme time the Rev. Mr. KeUeher submitted the iiuittev to his 
bishop, and after the fullest inquiry into the entire cjU(‘stion, his Lordship 
directed tha.t no alteration should be made in tho practice as to tho use of tho 
“ Scripture Lessons” in the model schools. I beg most rospeetfully to submit that 
had any other course been adopted by your offioevs than tiuit followed by mo 
in this instance, the “ Scripture Lessons” would not movely bo banned in the 
schools, but suspicion and distrust would spread through tiro oiitiro county 
Cork in relation to the motives and objects of tho Commissioners ; and as vour 
letter and this reply are alike oonfideutial, 1. feel free of any reserve, and’ beg 
to inform you that it was the excitement which grew out of the dis(mssion of 
tho question of the model schools in Waterford which caused the Rcw. Mr. 
Kelleher to exo.mine elostdy into tho several details of tho Dmuiumway Model 
Schools; and Dr. Delany having been satisfied by the Rev. Mr. Kdlchcr as to 
the cliaracter of the teachers, &c,, his Lordship stated that this wa,s no time to 
embm-rass the Board by malcing any ehangi!, seeing that no ilangcr was appre- 
hended from the use of the “ Scripture I..essons.” 

The ‘ Scripture Lessons,’ therefore, continue to he read daily as a portion of 
secular instruction by all the. children, Protestants, Catholics, and Dissenters, 
who are able to read them ; no objection beyond that already stated has ever 
been made to their use by any per, son ; and the practice in i-elation to them has 
never been altered or modified since the opening of the schools, 

With respect to the “ Christian Evidences,” I regret to be obliged to recom- 
mend that tins work, and tho “ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity,” be not 
urged strongly for use in the schools. I find the Catholic clergv universally dis- 
approve oi them ; and numbers of them without reference 'to the merits or 
dements of the works^m themselves, but on the grounds that it is highly inex- 
pedient, if not positively dangerous, to have children try the truth of tlie 
Christian religion, ivlndi they are little likely ever to doubt, and at so tender 
an age, with mforuiation so scanty, and under teachers whose previous edu- 
cation but ill fit them to put such an issue for trial. Apart from this general 
objection, many of the Roman-catliolic clergy who have read these works^obiect 
to them, because they do not, ■ nor did they expect they would, contain the 
special grounds on which Catholic children accept the truth of the Christian 
religion ; and this omission appears to them,, even were these works otherwise 

unexeepl.ionable, 
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unexceptinnable, quite sufficient to oblige them to oppose their use by the 
children of their flocks. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners may propose them for use, 
but next day the Roman-catholic parents, by objecting, will oblige them to be 
used only by Protestants (should they not object), and as a portion of religious 
instruction. It is quite clear that the two head teachers, being Roman-catholics, 
cannot give religious instruction to Protestants, whether in the Christian evi- 
dences or otherwise, and the instruction in these works must be given by the 
second master (who is of the Established Church) to both boys and girls. 
There are 138 pupils reading the ‘'Scripture Lessons,” or more than half the 
total number (247) in attendance ; but as there are only 18 boys n n H girls in 
the “ Fourth Lesson Book,” and as that is the very lowest proficiency at which 
the " Lessons on the Truth of Christianity ” could with any degree of profit be 
introduced, the number of Protestant children in the school being one-eiglith 
of the whole, there would be only two or three children to read these works. 

Having now fully submitted to the Commissioners all the information in. my 
power in reference to this subject, 

I have, fcc. 

The Secretaries, (signed) J. W. Kavanagh. 

Education Office, Dublin. 



Copt of Letter from J. W. Kavanagh, Esq., Head Inspector, in Reply to 
foregoing Letter from the Secretaries. 

(Confidential.) 

Gentlemen, Clonmel, 30 July 1852. 

In reply to the order of the Board (10/7/52), communicated in your letter of 
the 27th instant (marked “ Confidential”), I beg leave to report as follows 
respecting the proposed use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” and of the “ Lessons 
on the Truth of Christianity,” by the pupils in the Clonmel District Model 
Schools. 

For the Roman-catholic clergy and parents, I can answer that they will not 
permit the Catholic children to use any of these works at any hour, or under 
any circumstances, in the model schools. 

I am of opinion that, as the Protestant children read the authorised version 
of the Scriptures for half an hour daily, and as Rev. Mr. Palliser, Rev. Mr. 
Dill, and Rev. Mr. Orr have all repeatedly assured me that they deem this time 
quite sufficient for religious instruction, 1 fear that to ask them to give up the 
use of the authorised version for some of the time, and to use the “ Scripture 
Lessons” instead, would not be acceptable ; whilst to extend the present time 
for religious instruction, so as to afford opportunity for reading them, would 
not be agreeable to the parents, seeing that the extent of the subjects of literary 
instruction is so great, and that one-eighth of the effective school-hours (more 
than in the Dublin Model Schools) is already devoted to religious instruction. 

If the ” Scripture Extracts” be read as a portion of religious instruction, it is 
quite manifest that Roman-catholic teachers cannot give religious instruction 
to children of the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, to Unitarians, 
Wesleyans, Separatists, and Quakers. However, as there are two teachers, 
and four assistants of three forms of Protestantism, no serious objection can 
exist on this ground to the use of the “ Extracts and if the Commissioners 
desire it, I shall propose their use to the Protestant children when the schools 
open for business next week. ^ 

Rev. Mr. Baldwin has the most decided objections to the use of either the 
“ Scripture Lessons ” or the little books on the “ Truth of Christianity ; ” and if 
any of these were strongly urged on the Catholic children, he would at once 
withdraw from all connexion with the model schools. 

It is very likely that the Protestant clergymen and the parents of the Pro- 
testant children may have no objection to the use of the “Christian Lessons,” and 
when the schools open I shall take steps to ascertain their views on the point. 
There are 50 boys and 30 girls in the fourth and fifth classes, and of these 80, 
who are sufficiently advanced to read the “ Evidences,” about 20 are Protestants. 

From the present temper of the pubUc mind, and especially in the diocese of 
Waterford, national or united education can little be advanced, and may be 

972. B most 
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most seriously retarded, by an unneoessary stresR beiiis laid on tlie use of any 
particular works iu the soliools. Mr. Graham, inapeotor in Waterford, informs 
me that until very recently the “ Scripture 1-lxtriicta were regularly read in (I 
think) 27 National Schools in his distriet; hut owing to tlu; excitement con- 
nected witVi the Waterford Model School, and to sonic otlier onuses, he says 
they have been given up, us a portion of combined instruction at least, in 
almost every one of them. I am of opinion that had ordinary prudence been 
observed, and had the rules of the Board been interpreted in a UmAfula sense, the 
" Extracts ” would yet be used by all the Catholic ohildren.in Earl Besborough’s 
10 National Schools, some 14 miles from Clonmel. Tho position of national 
education here is one of deep importauee, not merely in a ioeal but in a really 
national point of view, ami it would be unsuited to the pvesont subject, and 
further, perhaps, might appear egotistical, wore I to recount what trials it has un- 
dergone, and with what success ; nothing, liowover, could peril it more than any 
injudicious urging of the use of hooks known to be distasteful to the parents, or 
to those whose opinions in such matters is to them a law and the rule of their 
conduct. 

I have, &o. 

The Secretaries, _ (signed) ./. W. Kavanagk, 

Education Office, Dublin. 



— No. a.- 

Thiud^Mumouandijm, relative to the Reports of the Inspectors respecting 
tlie Books excluded from eertaiii Model Scliools. 

How far the. objections alleged to he felt by many parents to the reading of 
certain books may have been produced or fostmal by any of the inspectors 
themselves must be matter of conjecture. But this at least is certain, that such 
objections only show that the reading of those hooks should not be made im- 
perative on all the children. It would bo most unjust for any one to require 
that, because he does not wish his own children to i-cad tliia or that book, there- 
fore bis neighbours’ cliiklrcn should not be allowed to mul it when the parents 
do approve of it. 

I have no doubt that to make such a concession as this would lead to objec- 
tions heing raised to some of our reading books, and if wo were to alter or 
withdraw these, fresh objections would he started against otlicrH, and so on, till 
we had quite spoilt hooks which have been so justly valued wherever the Eng- 
lish language is spoken, and so widely circulated ; and, after all, we should 
probably have fresh and fresh eneronolunenta utterapteil, and double complaints 
made, if we did not give way to them. The simple, straightforward, consistent, 
and firm course is the one which saves trouble in tlie long run. 

I observe that the “ priest of the parish” is often apoken of or alluded to as 
issuing orders to die schoolrausters, negotiating with the inspectors, &c. All 
our masters and inspectors should he reminded, whni there is occasion, that no 
clergyman^of any denomination is recognised by the Board as authorised to 
give directions as to what any child sliall road, &c. 5 it is only tho parents or 
guardians that can he so recognised ; and the minister may say (and so indeed 
may anyone else) to those parents who place tlimnaelves under his guidance, 
whatever he sees fit, but must not claim any direct control over the schools. 

(signed) Rd. D. 



— No. 9. — 

Fourth Memorandum, llth November 1852. 

T f sptJpial Board has been summoned, and a full attendance is expected, 
I think It right to ajiprise the Commissioners that my absence is to be attributed 
not to neglect, but to feelings of delicacy. 

The memorandum which I sent in last summer may be regarded as some- 
ttnng of the nature of a complaint. Not that I attributed any culpable negli- 
gence to the Board, oi- any intentional misconduct to any one. But I alleged 

that 
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that something had gone wrong, and required to be remedied. Now it k 
against all reason, that a complainant should be one of the iudercs that a nm-jp 
cutor should sit on the jury. ^ ’ I -e- 

T pointed oiit that a decision had been made on a most impoi-tant matter 
and a course adopted in conformity therewith (doubtless with good intentions^ 
in behalf of, and under the authority of the Boai‘d, and for which the Board will 
of course be held responsible, though the matter was never distinctly and 
formally brought before the Board at ail. 

The decision made was, in my judgment, most unwise ; but at any rate the 
question ought to have been determined on mature deliberation by a special 
Board fully attended, and summoned for the purpose. * 

My attendance in person would be quite superfluous now. The Commissioners 
have before them my opinion, and my reasons for it, and my answers to what 
has been urged against it. I have said all that I have to say on the subject 
and 1 therefore leave the question to the decision of the other Commissioners. ' 

(signed) R. 2). 



— No. 10. — 

Copy of Resolution proposed by Sir Thomas N. Redington, k.c.b, and 
passed at the Meeting of the Board of the Hd December 1852. 

The Cornmissioners, in paragraph 8, section 2 of their Rules, declare that thev 
do not^ insist on the^ “ Scnptiire Lessons,” Lessons on the Truth of Chris- 
tianity, or Book of Sacred Poetry," being read in any National School; and 
the (commissioners, having fully considered the memorandums now brought 
before them, decline to direct that the above books shall he introduced generally 
of^the BoaTd model schools, or other schools under the exclusive control 



Fifth Memorandum. 

A COPY of the Minute of the Board of the 3d instant has been forwarded 
to me. 

It vvould 1)0 unreasonable to expect that every decision of the Commissioners 
should be exactly what I should most ap))rove. But it is not too much to 
requu-e that every decision should be expressed clearly, and without amhiguitv- 
and I most solemnly declare that 1 am quite unal.le to feel any confidence as 
w the^nieaning of the above Minute, which, therefore, I earnestly entreat the 
Commissioners so far to modify as to leave no doubt as to its meaning, doubts 
Bkely to lead to perplexity, alarm, and dissatisfaction. 

J The passage of the Rules refeiTcd to (paragraph 8, section 2, which says that 
the Commissioners “ do not insist on such and such hooks being used in any 
^ation^ School ”), evidently has reference to schools under private patrons, 
it decides that the patron shall not be required to use in his school any book 
he may not approve of. 

But neither that nor_ any other rule precludes the patron from using in his 
schom any hook (not objected to by tlie Commissioners) which he does approve 
01. Now, smee every patron is, and idwajas has been, left to decide (subject to 
the above rcstnotionj what books shall and shall not be used in his school, and 
since accordingly any book which does not appear in the list he adopts is 
excluded from his school (during the general school hours), it seems naturally 
to follow that if the words “ do not insist,” &c., be applied by the Commis- 
sioners to schools of which they are the patrons, the meaning of this must be, 
that the books in question are to be excluded from all the model schools, as 
they now are from that at Clonmel. 

-^^y^book which the patron of the school does not “insist" on employing in 
it, he “ insists ” on excluding from it ; unless, indeed, it is to be understood tliat 
972. B 2 the 
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the master, or the children, or the insi)eotor9, are to be left to their own choice 
in such a matter, and are to adopt a book, or reject it, or reintroduce it, at their 

own pleasure, without reference to the patron. , t ^ i 

Whatever it is that is really im^ant hy thci above Minute^ I trust the 
Commissioners wiU see the importance of letting that mcanmg he fully 

understood. , . i> r» t»- 

(sigucd) it, Duhhn. 



— No. 12. — 

Sixth Mbmoiiandum. 

Palace, 21 December 1852- 

T irAD not desiEned to tronblo the CommiBsionors with nnything further 
relative to the model schools, before their dceisioil of tho (luostions concerning 

“Tut on looking over the Report and Appendix, a fresh difllculty has struck 
me There is no mention of the excluaiou of certiun of tlio Hoard s books from 
some of those schools. Now, let the Report and Appradix he put into the 
hands of any one not previously aoqnaintcd with all tl.c details of our proceed- 
inns and let him read all that is said about the hooks and about the model 
schools, and then ask him wliethcr he docs not inter, as a iraitter of course, tW 
a similar course of instruction is puraue.il in all ; that m all the Hcliools of which 
the Board is patron, all the books publislied by the Hoard are used by some at 
least of tlie children ; and whether it is not a BUipriso to him to find that out of 
eleven model schools live use books which arc excluded from the other six. ^ 
Suppose him to approve of the course actually taken as allowable and wise, 
and beneficial, still I cannot doubt that he would wonder why that course was 
not announced to the public, and some reasons for it assigmed, or at least a state- 
ment that some reasons did exist; instead of the reader being left, and indeed 
led, to infer an opposite state of things from what rt^ally exists. . . j u 

Considering the strong oj)position to the Hoard which has always existed, it 
is doubly important that no room should be left for evcui any plausible insinua- 
tion that the Commissioners arc withholding from the. public the knowledge of 
any part of their proceedings, or wishing to leave an erroneous impi ession on 

their minds. , , , r, »r 

IftiKUcdl R(\. Dublin^ 



— No. 13. — 

Copy of Resolution proposed by tho Right Hon. F. Blach'hunie^ and passed 
at the Meeting of the Board on tho Nth January 1853. 

The Board, having read and reconsidered the resolution of 
1852, think it right to declare that whenov(U’ a district iiukU 
opened, the Commissioners will thcmadvcH decide and tlee.larc 
lution whether any, and which of the books reoommeuded by 
shall be used therein or not. 



t;bc 3(1 December 
>1 school shall be 
by a formal rcso- 
tbern to be used, 



— No. 14.— 

Seventh Memorandum. 

Haying been summoned to a special meeting for the. pnniose 
as to the books to be used in one of the schools of which the jgo 

' and feeling it to be my duty to absent myself from that meeting, I I 
bound to lay before the other Commissioners my reason. . 

It is, that I know not, nor can conceive, any possilno grounas 
can deliberate and decide on such a question, except such as (m my juag 
we ought not to recognise or consider at all. , , . 

I have been told that wc are to consult the inspector, and (breot m 
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suit the neighbouring clergy and people, and learn whether the maiority of them 
approve of such and such books, or not ; and that we are to be guided in our 
decision by theirs. And indeed, if we are to debate the question at all, I cannot 
conceive that we can possibly have any other grounds for our deliberation. 

But I conceive that in thus proceeding we shall be handing over to others, 
who ought to have no voice in the matter, a most important trust which has 
been committed to us. The parents of the children likely to attend the school 
ought to have no control, except as to their own respective children. And the 
teachers, inspectors, and other servants of the Board ought to be made to 
understand that they are to follow our directions, not we theirs. I might add, 
that it would not be difilcult for an inspector, in conjunction witli a few influ- 
ential persons in the neighbourhood whom he might wish to stand well with, 
to get up an opposition to some of the Board’s books. 

But waiving this, and supposing the proposed investigation to be fairly con- 
ducted, I cannot think that we sliould be justified in thus putting such a 
question to a popular vote. 

I have been told, indeed, that after this investigation shall have been made, 
the ultimate decision will still rest with the Board; hut all that this amounts 
to must be, I conceive, that if we doubt whether the votes have been fairly 
computed, we may order a fresh scrutiny; and we may decide how large the 
majority must be that is to infl.uence us. 

But the decision after all will have been virtually left to those who, I must 
think, have no right to make any. 

I understand that if it shall appeal* that there is in any district a large 
maj ority of Roman-catholics, the " Scripture Lessons ” are to he excluded from the 
school of that district. Tlmt is, if most of the people ai*e of the same religious 
communion with Archbishop Murray, who, along with the other Commissioners, 
deliberately sanctioned these books for united education, and the same with 
seven-eighths of the pupils in the Marlboro’-street School, who have always 
used these books, in that case we are to decide that their wish and their right 
is to debar from the use of those Looks, not only their own children, but those 
of their neighbours. 

I am well aware that Archbishop M'Hale, and several others, objected to 
several of our books ; but I never felt myself authorised to enter into any of 
the controversies that might arise in another religious commimion. All 1 had 
to look to was, not which party judged the more wisely, hut that Archbishop 
M'Hale was not a Commissioner, and that Archbishop Murray was. The 
system originally established, be it the best or the second best, is that which 
has been defended in Parliament by successive ministers, and to which Parlia- 
mentary grants have been made, and which men of various persuasions have 
been invited to support 5 and I do not therefore feel myself at liberty to depart 
from it. If it were not such os I could conscientiously maintain, I should feel 
bound to resign my Commissionership. 

I am myself convinced that the concession of any principle will not even have 
the effect of conciliation. It is more likely to lead to fresh and fresh encroach- 
ments, and to increased resentment at any refusal of compliance. 

But be this as it may, I do not feel authorised, at least without the express 
sanction of Government, to depart at all from the sj’stem originally adopted, 
and so long cai*ried on. 

In any ease where a question comes before the Board, on which it is proper 
for us to deliberate and decide, I shall always be ready to discuss the matter 
fully, and to acquiesce in the decision of the majority. But when, as in the 
present case, there is a question which admits of no deliberation, except on 
grounds which I cannot hut consider as quite inadmissible, I feel bound to ab- 
sent myself, and to protest against the proceedings altogether. 

I wish it to be understood therefore, that in every case of a school of which 
the Board is patron, my vote is to be considered as given in favour of the in- 
troduction of all the hooks publisheti by the Board ; and that I solemnly and 
earnestly protest against consulting an inspector on the subject, or sending 
round to collect the votes of the neighbours, and conforming to their advice, or 
request, or orders. But if the majority of the Commissioners should be of 
opinion that this latter course is allowable and advisable, 1 would entreat them 
at least to forbear acting on that decision till the an*ivalofthe Lord lieutenant. 
When a step is proposed to be taken, which appears to the oldest of the Com- 

07.. jj o missioners 
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missioners to be an unwarranted transfer to others of a trust reposed in us, it 
is surely not unreasonable to ask that at least the matter should be submitted 
to Ws Excellency. 

(signed) ltd. Dublin. 



~ No. 15. — 

Minutes of Proceedings of a Special Meeting of the Board of National 
Education, dated 17th June 1863. 

Commissioners Present ; 

Right Rev. Bishop Denvir. 

Very Rev. Dean Meyler. 

Rev. Dr. Henry. 

Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor (Brady). 

Rigiit Honourable F. Blackburne, 

Sir Thomas N. Rcdington, k.c.b. 

J. J. Murphy, Esq. m. c. 

J. O’Ferrall, Esq, 

J. Gibson, Esq. 

R. Andrews, Esq. 

Right Honourable A. Macdonnell, Resident Commissioner. 

The Secretary reads a letter addressed by the Lord-Lieutenant to the 
Resident Commissioner, dated the 13th May, intimating his Excellency’s wish 
to be made acquainted with the decision of the Board on the Resolution pro- 
posed by Baron Greene. 

Secretary reads a letter dated 11th June, from Baron Greene, stating that he 
cannot attend the meeting of the Board, but that after mature consideration of 
the amendments proposed to the resolution submitted by him, he cannot 
concur in either of them ; and that he continues of opinion that the Minute 
suggested by him would be a proper one. 

The Secretary also reads a letter from the Marquis of Kildare, dated 15th 
June, in which he states, “ I approve of Baron Greene’s resolution, and will also 
consent to adopt Master Murphy’s first amendment, if it is thought necessary 
by the majority of the Commissioners.” 

The Secretary then reads Baron Greene’s resolution and the amendments 
proposed by Master Murphy as follows : — 

“ Baron Greejje’j Resolution. 

The, Commissioners do not insist on the ‘ Scripture Extracts,’ ‘ Lessons on 
the Truth of Christianity,’ or ‘ Book of Sacred Poetry ’ being read in any 
of the National Schools, nor do the)^ allow them to be read as part of the ordi- 
nary school business (during w'hicli all children, of whatever denomination they 
may be, are required to attend), in any school attended by children whose 
parents or guardians object to their being read by their children. In such case 
the Commissioners prohibit the use of these books, except at times set apart for 
the purpose, either before or after the ordinary school business, and under the 
following conditions ; — 

“ 1st. That no child whose parent or guardian objects, shall be required, 
directly or indirectly, to be present at such reading. 

“ 2dly. That in order that no child whose parent or guardian objects may be 
present at the reading of the books above specified, public notification of the 
time set apart for such reading shall be inserted in large letters in the ‘ Time 
Table ’ of the school ; that there shall be a sufficient interval between the con- 
clusion of the ordinary school business and the commencement of such reading, 
and that the teachers shall immediately before its commencement announce 
distinctly to the pupils that any child whose parent or guardian so desires may 
then retire. 

“ 3dly. Tliat in every such case, there shall be, exclusive of the time set apart 

foi- 
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for such reading, sufficient time devoted each day to the ordinary school busi- 
ness, in order that those children who do not join in the reading of the books 
may enjoy ample means of literary instruction in the school-room. 



“ Master Murphy's Amendments. 

“ 1. That the ‘ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity’ be omitted from the 
foregoing resolution. 

“2. That the ‘Lessons on Christian Evidences’ be omitted from the list 
of books not published, hut sanctioned by the Commissioners of National 
Education.” 

After some discussion, Master Murphy withdraws his first amendment, and 
substitutes the following ; 

“ That the ‘ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity’ be omitted from the list 
of books published by the Board.” 

The Commissioners proceed to consider Master Murphy’s two amendments 
in connexion with Baron Greene’s resolution. 

The Commissioners determine not to come to a final decision on the whole 
question, but to ascertain and to record the opinion of each member present 
with regard to Baron Greene’s resolution, and the two amendments thereto, as 
proposed by Master Murphy. Each Commissioner then states his opinion as 
follows : 

1st. In favour of both amendments should Baron Greene’s resolution be 
passed ; 

1. Right Rev. Bishop Denvir. 

2. Right Hon. M. Brady, Lord Chancellor. 

3. Sir T. N. Redington, k.c.b. 

4. Very Rev. Dean Mcyler, d.d. 

5. Right Hon. A. Macdonneil. 

6. J. .J. Muiqihy, Esq. 

7 . James O’Ferrall, Esq. 

2d. Against both amendments ; 

Right Hon. F. Blackbimie. 

•3d. Against the first amendment, i. e., against the proposition that the 

Lessons on the Truth of Christianity” be omitted from the list of books pub- 
lished by the Board : 

1. Rev. Dr. Henry. 

2. James Gibson, Esq. 

3. Robert Andrews, Esq. 

4th. In favour of amendment, No. 2, i. e., for the withdrawal of the “ Easy 
Lessons on Christian Evidences ” from the list of hooks sanctioned, but not 
published by the Board : 

All the Commissioners present, with the exception of the Right Hon. F. 
Blackburne. 

5th. In favour of Baron Greene’s resolution : 

1. Right Hon. M. Brady, Lord Chancellor. 

2. Right Hon. F. Blackburne. 

3. Rev. Dr. Henry. 

4. Right Hon. A. Macdonneil. 

5. James Gibson, Esq. 

6. James O’Feri’all, Esq. 

7 . Robert Andrews, Esq. 

Nole . — Of the above seven, one alone, Mr. Blackburne, supported the reso- 
lution unconditionally. Of the remainder, some supported it on condition that 
one of the books on “ Christian Evidences” — others that both of the books should 
be removed from the list of books publi.shed, or sanctioned by the Board. 

972. B 4 fith. Against 
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6th. Against Baron. Greene’s resolution : 

1 . Right Rev. Dr. Denvir. 

2. Very Rev. Dean Meyler. 

3. Sir T. N. Redingtou. 

4. J. J. Murphy, Esq. 

Note. — Those four opposed the resolution whether either or both books were 
withdrawn from the list or not, 

7th. In case both the books refen’ed to in the amendments be retained on 
the list of books which may be used in a National School, all the Commissioners 
present, with the exception of Mr. Blackbume, are of opinion that no alteration 
should be made in Rule 8 with regard to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons ” as 
at present worded. 

The following Members are absent : His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, 
Baron Greene, the Marquis of Kildare, and the Right Honourable Lord Bellew. 
Lord Bellew did not communicate his opinion. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cross, Secretary, forward to the Lord Lieutenant, and also 
to the Archbishop of Dublin, a statement of this day’s proceediiigs. 



- No. 16. - 



Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Meeting of the Board 
of National Education, held 8 July 18.’53. 

Commissioners Present: 

The Right Hon. the Lord Chancellor. 

The Right Hon. F. Blackbume. 

The Rev. Dr. Henry. 

J. J. Murphy, Esq. 

James O’Ferrall, Esq. 

Robert Andrews, Esq. 

The Right Hon. Alexander Macdonnell. 

The Commissioners refer to and take into consideration the proceedings 
of the special meeting held on the 17t)i June 1853, with reference to Rule 8, 
sect. 2, as to the use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” “ Lessons on the Truth of 
Christianity,” and the “Book of Sacred Poetry.” 

Ordered, 

1 st. That in accordance with the opinions expressed on that occasion by 
seven members out of eleven present, the “ Lessons on the Truth of Christi- 
anity” he withdrawn from the list of hooks published by direction of the 
Commissioners. 

2d. That in accordance with the opinions expressed by ten Members, the 
“ Introductory Lessons on Christian Evidences ” be also withdrawn from the list 
of books not published, but sanctioned, by the Commissioners. 

3d. That in accordance with the opinions expressed by seven Members, the 
Rule 8, sect. 2, which is as follows, be rescinded : “ The Commissioners do not 
insist on the ‘Scripture Lessons,’ ‘Lessons on the Truth of Christianity’ or 
‘ Book of Sacred Poetry ’ being read in any of the National Schools ; nor do they 
allow them to be read during the time of secular or literary instruction in any 
school attended by children whose parents or guardians object to their being 
so read. In such case the Commissioners prohibit the use of them except at 
the times of religious instruction, when the persons giving it may use these 
books or not, as they think proper.” And that the following resolution, 
proposed by the Right Hon. Baron Greene, omitting the words, “Lessons on 
the Truth of Christianity,” be substituted : — 

“ The Commissioners do not insist on the ‘ Scripture Lessons,’ ‘ Lessons on 
the Truth of Christianity,’ or ‘ Book of Sacred I'oetry,’ being read in any of the 

National 
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National Schools ; nor 'do they allow them to be read as part of the ordinarv 
school business (during which all children, of whatever deiomination the™ 
be. are required to attend) m any school attended by cliildiea whose narents m 
guardians object to their being read by their children. In such case, the Com! 
missioiiers prohibit the use of these books, except at times set apart for the pm- 
' eonditionr ordinary school business, and under the following 

" 1st. That no child whose parent or guardian objects shall be required, 
directly or indirectly, to be present at such reading, quireo. 

“ ™ "'toss patent or guardian objects may be 

present at tlm reading of the books above specified, public notification of the 
time set apart for such reading shall be inserted in large letters in the ‘ Time 
Table »f tile school 1 that there shall be a suflicient interval between the con- 
cluMon of the ordiiinry school business and the commencement of such reading ■ 
and that the teacher shall, immediately before its commencement, announce 
Ui™”retU'e° *''** **'^*^' ** parent or guardian so desires may 

“ 3d. That in eve^ such case there shall be, exclusive of the time set apart 
for such readriig, sufficient time devoted each day to the ordinary school busi- 
ness in order that those cliihlren who do not join in the reading of the books 
may enjoy ample means of literary instruction in the schoolroom.” 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolutions take effect from the present date 

Ordered, That the forthcoming Report (19th) of the Commissioners be pre- 
pared and submitted for their consideration at the earliest praelieablo period; 
and that there be embodied therein a statement of the course now adopted with 
reference to Rule 8. and to the '• Lessons on the Truth of Christianity,” and 
the Lessons on Christian Evidences.” 

^ Ordered That copies of the foregoing proceedings he transmitted to the Lord 
Lieutenant ; also^ to the Archbishop of Dublin, and to the Members of the Board 
not present at this meeting. 

James O’Ferrall, Esq., withdraws his amendment to the resolution proposed 
by the Itight Hon. Baron Greene. 

Master Murphy reiterates the statement made by him at the meeting of the 
ITthJune, that if Rule 8 underwent no alteration, he was satisfied that the 

Lessons on the Truth of Christianity” and the “ Lessons on Christian Evi- 
toioes should remain on the list of books published or sanctioned by the 



— No. 17. — 

Amendment proposed by Jamies O'Ferrnll, Esq., at a Meeting of the Board of 
the 29th April 1853, to a Resolution submitted by the Right Honourable 
ISS™ withdrawn at a Meeting of the Board of the 8th July 

That the first condition be in the following words ; 

1st. That no child shall be allowed to be present at such reading, unless his 
parent or guardian shall signify his assent thereto to the teacher or patron of 
the school, ■* 

.2dly . lhat in the last line of the second condition, the word “ shall” be sub- 
stituted for the word “may.” 

dcUy. That, in addition to the conditions so amended, the following condition 
be added ; — 

“ That no_ teacher who, after his or her appointment to a model or other 
school of which the Board is the patron, shall express a conscientious objection 
to the use of these books, shall be required to superintend or take part in the 
reading of them ; and that in such ease this duty shall be performed by such 
other person as may be appointed thereto, and approved of by those parents 
and guardians who shall have directed their children to read them.” 



C 
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— No. 



18. — 



Copy of Letter from the Archbishop of Dublin to His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, intimating that His Grace is no longer a Member of the Board 
of National Education. 



May it please your Excellency, Palace, 26 July 1853. 

Pursuant to the communication made a short time ago, I have now to 
announce to Government, through your Excellency, and to the Commissioners 
that 1 am no longer a member of the Education Boai’d. When I found myself 
under the painful necessity of appealing to your Excellency against the recent 
proceedings of the Board, whicli 1 regard as a departure from the existino- 
system, such as we were not justified in making, I added that, if I obtained no 
redress from Government, I should consider myself as dismissed. 



I have purposely avoided using the word “ resignation,” lest I should be 
understood to have altered my views of the national system, or to withdraw 
from it as no longer approving it. The reverse is the fact. I am as much 
attached to the system as ever, and as ready tis ever to carry it on ; and it is 
precisely because I do retain these views that I am driven to the present step. 
Feeling that the system, whicli has flourished for above 21 years, is virtually 
abandoned, and consequently that the office I have hitherto held is in reality 
suppressed, it would not be fair for me to deceive Parliament and the public by 
pretending to go on carrying out the system, which in truth is fundamentally 
changed, ^ 

If I were to wait for the final determination of Government on the matters 
in debate, the decision of the Board in the meantime taking efl’ect, I should be 
placed altogether in a false position. By withholding my decision to withdi’aw 
while the Commissioners do not withhold theirs, but carry it out in practice," 
I should be held responsible, and justly, for proceedings which I not only 
believe, but am known to believe, to be unjustifiable. 



When I spoke of the Commissioners having exceeded their “powers,” and of 
their having no “right to prohibit books that have received the unanimous 
sanction of the Board, of course I was speaking of fair and equitable rights. 
As for legal rights or obligations, enforced by legal penalties, these were not in. 
my mind. I am considering what a man of honour would hold himself bound 
to do, or debarred from doing, in the faithful discharge of a public trust 
solemnly confided to him. I am well aware that a man may sometimes find 
himself _so circumstanced as to have the “ power ” with legal impunity to break 
faith with his neighbour; to disappoint reasonable expectations which he 
knows to exist, and has himself contributed to raise ; to “ keep the word of 
promusc to the ear, and break it to the hope.” 

But to any one judging fairly, it must be evident that the “ full control over 
? the Commissioners was always understood to 
th4 rit uT without their unanimous sanction, and 

'0 “"y in connexion 

book so sanctioned should be liable to be afterwards prohibited is whai never 
was at all contemplated by any of the ministries who have supported the 
Jtem, or by any Parliament that has voted grants to it, or by am Members 
of Parliament favourable or hostile to the schools. This is plainlv Droved hv 

on the Sfect’ “in IWf'T 'iTl that have ever token place 

on the subject. In the debate lately ou a motion of Lord Olancartv's and in 
every debate on the motion for a grant for the schools, and 0 ^™ other 
Gccasions, reference has been made (both by advocates and opDOneS to the 
bst of the books sectioned by the Board"^ Never Jll 

forward and say : This is all a delusion ; we are wasting our time to discus, sing 

he ments of these books, since some of them may probably be stnidfoft hf 
list next week, and some more the week after. The list of book™ is merely 
a bait to allure the oventrustful into placing schools under the Board • and as 

w7b:^w„totueT“""“^ i.ad7efl;dderin?t 



And 
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Atid if any one had brought forward such a surmise, it cannot be doubted 
that it would have been repelled with indignation and disgust. 

This being the case, it is plain that to depart from the system in this i.oint 
and to introduce an innovation never contemplated by any one when the grants 
were moved fm- and voted, would be to divert the public money from the pur- 
pose for which it ivas granted. And it is also a gross injustice towards the 
many hundred patrons of schools who were invited and induced to place 
them under the Board, on the strength of an implied promise, fully under- 
stood by all parties, and acted on for 21 years, but which it is now proposed to 
violate. 

When on various occasions formerly, attempts were made by some parties 
among Protestants to introduce, fur their purposes, such a “modification'’ of 
tlie system as would have amounted to a subversion of it, I always strenuously 
opposed any such unwarrantable changes. I never would, nor ever will con- 
sent to break faith either with Roman-catholics or with Protestants ’ 

And that the recent proceedings of the Board (even if not followed up and 
I cannot doubt they will be, by further steps in the same direction), da amount 
to a breach of faith with the public, and involve a raisap])lication of the public 
money, is a conclusion which ap)icars j^erfectly evident both to myself and to all 
those confidential advisers (including some of the ablest and most upright 
characters in existence) with whom 1 have discussed the subject. ° 

I will take the liberty of suggesting, in conclusion, not as a Commissioner 
but as a patron of a National School, that measures should be taken to secure 
at least the schools (amounting to several hundreds) which are actually using 
the books proposed to be discarded, from being deprived of the advantao-e 
they have hitherto enjoyed. The patrons of those schools, if thus grievou^y 
wronged, will be likely to bring forward their complaints in a manner which 
may lead to such contests as arc much to be deprecated. 

(signed) id/. DuMn. 



Copy of Letter from His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to the 
Archbishop of Dublin. 

My Lord Archbishop, Vice-Regal Lodge, 2 August 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s letter of the 
26th ult. 

I learn with deep regret that your Grace has ceased to be a Commissioner of 
National Education in Ireland, and with extreme surprise that your Grace 
attributes to the Government the disseverance of the connexion which has so 
long and so much to the advantage of Ireland subsisted between your Grace 
and the Board. 

The resolution of the Board, of which your Grace complains, was carried by a 
large majority ; and the Government could annul it in no other way than bv 
displacing all the Commissioners who voted for it, and appointing persons who 
take a different view of the question to be Commissioners in their room. It 
surely cannot be said with justice, that, because the Government has not done 
this, it has dismissed your Grace from the office of Commissioner. 

I can conceive circumstances in which it would be the duty of the Govern- 
ment to displace a majority of the Board, but 1 do not think that the circum- 
stances of the present case would justify such a proceeding. 

Tire Board has resolved that a prticular religious book, of which many 
Roman-catholics, lay as well as clerical, declare that they conscientiously dis- 
prove, shall he no longer used in any National School. It is true that this 
book foimally received the unanimous sanction of the Commissioners ; but it 
is no less true that all the Roman-catholic Comuiissionei’s who now have st ata 
at the Boai-d protest against its use. It is, they say, an essentially Protestant 
work, inconsistent with the doctrines of the Roman-catholic church. They 
cannot, as members of that church, continue to sanction it ; still less can tlicy 
compel Roman-catholic teachers to use it in the schools. 

Having read the “ Evidences of the Truth of Christianity” with profit and 
with pleasure, T am soriy that the work should not be acceptable to ah ; but I 
am bound to respect the religious opinions and feelings of others. 

972- D I may 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




20 



CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO 



I may rem<ark in passing, that the “ Evidences of the Truth of Christianity” 
•were not approved by the Board until 1838, six years after the introduction of 
the “Scripture Lessons,” and the “ Book of Sacred Poetry.” They arc now 
used in comparatively few schools, and in them they may hereafter be used at 
the time of separate religious instruction. The exclusion of this book from 
the schools at the time of combined instruction cannot then, I think, be looked 
on by any patron as a breach of faith, or as the violation of a compact ; and it 
will, I hope, lead to a more extended use of the “ Scripture Lessons,” and of 
the “ Book of Sacred Poetry.” I must further observe, that a body which has 
legal power to authorise the use of a book, must, in my opinion, have not only 
legal power, but also a fair and equitable right, to prohibit its use on good and 
sufficient grounds. 

The fact that no book can be introduced without the sanction of eveiy Com- 
missioner does not appear to me to prove that a book once introduced must be 
retained for ever, even though a majority of the Commissioners are of opinion 
that it ought to be withdrawn. 

^ Your Grace does not admit that the eighth rule gave to the parent of a 
single child attending a National School the power of excluding the three 
religious books from it. You tell me that the framers of the rule did not 
intend that it should have that effect, and that on one occasion the Board put 
a differeiit construction on it. 

I am very far from questioning the accuracy of this statement ; but I cannot 
overlook the -wording of the rule, nor forget that it was held by many Roman- 
catholics to be a safeguard against any attempt that might be made to use these 
books as a means of converting the chUdven of their communion. 

The Roman-catholic Commissioner who moved the exclusion of the “ Evi- 
dences of the Truth of Christianity” from the schools, expressly declared that, 
if the eighth rule were allowed to remain unaltered, he would withdraw his 
proposition, of so much importance did he deem this rule to he. It appears 
then to me that, in passing Baron Greene’s resolution, the Commissioners have 
made a change in the rules of the Board of which the Roman-catholics would 
have had a right to complain, if it had been unaccompanied by the withdrawal 
of the book to which they object. 

I have, on these grounds, come to the conclusion that the Board has not 
exceeded the limits of the discretionary power which it possesses, and that the 
Government would not be justified in interfering with the decision to -which 
It has come. 

I imist, liowever, in expressing this opinion to your Grace, assure you that 
1 am iully sensibie of the value of the services which you have rendered to the 
cause of national education in Ireland, and of the magnitude of the loss which 
it Will sustam m your secession from the Board. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) St. Germans. 



— No. 19. — 

Extract from Minutes of the Proceedings of the Board, dated 
12th August 1853. 

-In reference to the letter of the Archbishop of Dublin, addressed to the Lord 
Lieutenant, oommunmatmg Ins Grace's withdrawal from the Board, and sent 
by h^ Grace to the Commissioners ; though it was laid before them, they had 
h aim as such official recognition of 

express their deep regret tliat his Grace 
I® document is now made a public one, they are 
compelled to pronounce to be unjustifiable and unbecoming. 
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— No. 20. — 

1. Answers to Memorandums addressed by the i\rclibishop of Dublin to 

the Education Board, complaining of Innovations introduced into some 
of the Model Schools, without the sanction of the Commissioners : 

2. And his Grace’s Replies. 



1853 from Minutes of the Proceedings of the Board, dated 12 August 

Ordered,— That there are no answers on the official records to the memo- 
randums of the Archbishop of Dublin; the Commissioners having, after full 
consideration, declined entering into a written correspondence on the various 
points contained in these documents, though at ail times ready to discuss the 
questions with him at the meetings of the Board, had his Grace thought it right 



2. Nil. 



(signed) 



Education Office, 16 August 1853. 



Maurice Cross,'] 
James Kelly, / 



Secretaries. 
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